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WONDERFUL ESCAPE 
5 RO 1 
SHIPWRECK. 


HE Centaur left Jamaica in rather a leaky 
condition, and in the evening of the 16th of 

September 1782, when a fatal gale came on, the 

ſhip was prepared for the worſt weather uſually _ 
met with in thoſe latitudes. The main fail was 
reefed and ſet; the top-gallant-maſts ſtruck, and 
the mizen- yard lowered down, though at that time 
it did not blow very ſtrong. Towards midnight 
it blew a gale of wind, and the ſhip made fo much 
water, that the Captain was obliged to turn all 
hands up to ſpell the pump. About two in the 
men a guſt of wind, exceeding in violence 
every thing of the kind he had ever ſeen, or had 
any conception of, laid the ſhip upon her beam 
ends. The water forſook the hold, and appeared 
between decks, ſo as to fill the men's hammocks 
to leeward: the ſhip lay motionleſs, and to all 
appearance irrecoverably overſet. The water in- 

_ creaſing faſt, forced through the cells of the ports. 
After many other difaſters, dreadful to relate, the 
Officers, who had left their beds (when the ſhip 

_  overlſet) naked in the morning, had not an article 
of cloaths to put on, nor could their friends ſupply 
them. At one, the Centaur had a view of the 
Ville de Paris, but in the evening loſt fight of her, 1 
and lived in full expectation of ſeeing her again in 
the morning. The night was paſſed in conſtant 
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labour at the pumps, and a variety of other diffi- 
culties they had to encounter. Ah the rum, 26 
puncheons; all the proviſions, of which there were 
two months ſtore in caſks, were ſtove, having 
floated with violence from fide to fide until there 
was not a whole caſk remaining; even the ſtaves 
that were found, upon clearing the hold, were moſt | , 
of them broke to pieces. In the forehold they had 
a proſpect of periſhing: ſhould the ſhip ſwim, they 
had no water but what remained in the ground- 
tier, and over this all the wet proviſions, and butts 
fille with ſalt water, were floating, and with ſo 
much motion, that no man could with ſafety go 
into the hold. Every thing that activity could do, 
was done. On opening the fiſn- room, they were 
ſo fortunate as to diſcover that two puncheons of 
rum had eſcaned. This, in very ſmall quantities, 
- ſerved by the bleſſing of God juſt to keep them 
alive; without this relief, the Captain thinks they 
would have dropped. . | 
The next morning they juſt ſaw the other ſhip 
at a great diſtance, and found it was in equal dis- 
treſs. They were driven to great labour and ſhifts : 
to get a caſk of freſh water, in which they at 
length ſucceeded, which was a great relief, and 
refreſhed them very much. 15 HF OY 
Very great and dreadful difficulties now ſuc- 
ceeded; but a Divine Providence, never forgetful 
of thoſe: who look to him, ſent them now a fine 
calm day. And the night following, dreadful as 
wes the ſituation of the ſhip, the poor men got 
ſome reſt, by relieving each other. But on the 
following morning, they had the mortification to 
find the weather again threatened, and by noon 
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| blew a ſtorm; every thing being ſo worn out arid 
exhauſted in the ſhip, that they had no hope of 


being able to ſtand it much longer, though 5400 


art and labour was uſed both by the Captain an 
men of every deſcription. | 5 
Night came on again, with every dreary proſ- 


& as before; and was paſſed in continued 


abour. The Captain gave orders for the two re- 
maining cables they had left to be thrown over 


board. Every time the captain viſited the hatch- 


way, he obſerved the water increaſe, and the dan- 
ger of courſe increaſed, The carpenter now 


. aſſured him the ſhip could not ſwim long, and 


propoſed making rafts to float the ſhip's company; 
as now it was not in his power to encourage them 
any longer. Some appeared perfectly reſigned, for 


ſtill they could not but know that an Almighty Y 


and merciful Gop, who had protected them hi- 
therto, could carry them {till thro? greater dangers 
if they looked to him. Some went to their ham- 
mocks, and deſired their meſs- mates to laſh them 
in, others were laſhing themſelves to gratings and 


— 


They were now in a ſituation to catch at a 


ſtraw, the captain therefore called his ſhip's com- 


pany together, and told them his intention, 


_ recommending them to remain regular and obe- 
dient. Now was the time'for them to look to 
Him who has promiſed by his ſervant David «to 
fave the people that are in adverſity” and further 
that he is the defender of all them that truſt in 
him; for «who is God but the LorD, or who 
hath any ſtrength except our Gop?”” Prepara- 


tions were now made for the purpoſe of quitting - 
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the ſhip. The booms were cleared, the boats, of 
which they had three, were got over the ſide, a bag 
of bread was ordered to be put in each, and, any 
liquors that could be got at, for the purpoſe of 
ſupplying the rafts. The Captain intended him- 
ſelf to go into the five-oared yawl. Two men, 
| captains of the tops of the forecaſtle, were placed 
in each of them, to prevent any man from forcin 
the boats, or getting into them till all was ſettled. 
While theſe preparations were making, the ſhip 
_ was gradually ſinking. The men had for ſome 
time quitted their employment of bailing, and the 
ſhip was left to her fate. | 
So far a dependance upon Providence had con- 
ducted them through theſe dreadful eſcapes. In the 
afternoon the weather again threatened, and in 
ſqualls blew ſtrong, the ſea ran high, and one of 
the boats ſunk. As the evening approached, the 
ſhip appeared juſt ſuſpended on the water, there 
was no. certainty that ſhe would ſwim from one 
minute to another, and the love of life, which 
never ſhewed itſelf later in the approach to death, 
began now to level all diſtinctions. It was im- 
poſſible for any man to deceive himſelf with a hope 
of being ſaved upon a raft in ſuch a ſea; beſides 
that the ſhip in ſinking, it was probable, would 
carry every thing down with her to a. certain 
It was near five o'clock, when the Captain, 
coming from the cabin, obſerved numbers of peo- 
ple looking with great anxietyover the fide; where 
he ſaw that ſeveral men had. forced the pinnace, 
and that more were attempting to. get in, The 
Captain had immediate thoughts of ſecuring this 
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boat, before ſhe-might be ſunk by numbers. There 
appeared not more than a moment for conſdera- 
tion; to remain and periſh with the ſhip's cm- 
berg; to whom he could not be any longer of uſe, 


or ſeize the opportunity which ſeemed the on! 


oh my of eſcaping, and leaye the people whom he 
had been ſo well ſatisfied with on every occaſion, - 
that he felt he could give his life to preſerve them. 
This indeed, was a painful ſtruggle, and which 
muſt be felt to be known. - But the love of li fe 
prevailed; he called to the maſter, the only officer 
upon deck, deſiring he would follow him, and 
immediately deſcended into the boat. With great 
difficulty they got it clear from the ſhip, twice the 
number that the boat could carry puſhing to get 
in, and many jumping into the water. A young 
gentleman, fifteen years of age, leaped from the 
chains aſter the boat was got off, and was taken in. 
The ſea ran high, and the only probability of living, 
was keeping the boat before the wing. 
They might now well « cry unto the Lord in 
their trouble, for (thus far) he had ſaved them out 
of their diftreſies.” The Captain now became 
ſenſible the ſituation of thoſe in the boat was very 
little better than thoſe who remained in the ſhip; 
it appeared now ſo dreadful, as only to be a length- 
ening out a miſerable exiſtence. 0 
They were all- together twelve in number, in a 
leaky boat, nearly in the middle of the Weſtern 
Ocean, without compaſs, without quadrant, 
without ſail, without great coat or cloak - but not 
without GOD. — Man's 2 is Gop's op- 
ortunity, and when human help fails, then is 
ivine help moſt ſeen and felt. WEEN . 
| b | TS They 
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They were very thinly cloathed in other re- A 
ſpects: there was now a high gale of wind, with 


| a great ſea running! It was five o'clock in the 
evening; and in half an hour they loſt fight of the 
ſhip. Before it was dark, a blanket was diſcovered 
in the boat. This was immediately bent to one of 
the ſtretchers, and under it as a fail they ſeudded 
all night, in expectation of being ſwallowed by 
every wave, it being with great difficulty they 
| could ſometimes clear the boat of the water, be- 
; fore the return of the next great ſea ;' all of them _ 
— half drowned and fitting, except thoſe who bailed 
at the bottom of the boat; and without having 
really periſhed, perhaps no people, ever endured 
more.—Well'might the Captain and his men cry 
out, © They that go down to the ſea in ſhips, that 
do buſineſs in great waters, theſe ſee the works of 
the Lok p, and his wonders in the deep.” 
1 In the morning the weather grew moderate, 
3 the wind having ſhifted to the ſouthward, as they 
| _ obſerved by the ſun. Having ſurvived the night, 
they began to think of their future preſervation. 
Upon examining what they had to ſubſiſt on, they 
found a bag of bread, a ſmall ham, a ſingle piece 
of pork, two quart bottles of water, and a few 
cordials. The wind for ſeveral days providentially 
- never blew ſo ſtrong, but they could keep the fide 
of the boat to the ſea; but they were always mi 
ſerably wet and cold. eee 
They kept a ſort of reckqning; but the ſun and 
ſtars being ſometimes hid for twenty-four hours, 
they had no very good opinion of their naviga- 
tion. Various were their trials, and various their 
diſappointments, for ſeveral days. 
PFs „ Their 
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Their hopes and prayers were now for a nor- 
. therly wind; their condition began to be truly 


miſerable both from bunger 'and cold, for on the. 


fifth day they had diſcovered their bread was 


nearly all ſpoiled by ſalt water, and it was neces» 


fary to go to an allowance; one biſcuit divided 
into twelve morſels for breakfaſt, and the ſame for 


dinner; the neck of a bottle broke off, with the 
cork in, ſerved for a glaſs, and this filled with 
water was the allowance for twenty-four hours 


for each man; this was done without any favour 
or diſtinction; but they muſt have periſhed ere 


this, had they not caught ſix quarts of rain water, 


and this they could not have been bleſſed with, bad 


they not found in the boat a pair of ſheets, which 


by accident had been put there: theſe were ſpread 
when it rained, and when thoroughly wet, wrung 
mto the kidd with which they bailed. the boat, 
With this ſhort allowance, which ſcarcely ſuſ- 
tained life in that comfortleſs condition, they 
began to grow very feeble, and their cloaths being 
continually-wet, their bodies were in many places 
chafed into ſores: but the rain coming at ſuch an 


important moment, when their exiſtence hung 


upon it, well might they cry out with the Pſalmiſt, 


„Thou hait been our ſuccour, leave us not, nel- . 


ther forſake us, O Gop of our ſalvation,” _ 

A calm now took place, and ſoon after a breeze 

of wind ſprang up from the north, and blew to a 
ale, ſo that they ran before the ſea at the rate of 

fee or ſix miles an hour under their blanket, till 

they judged they were to the ſouthward «f Fapyall. 


This was the fifteenth day that they had been in 


the boat ; and ihey had only one day's bread, and 
N | one 
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ene bottle of water remaining of a ſecond merct- 
ful ſupply of rain, Their ſufferings were now as 
great as human ſtrength could bear; but truſt in 
Gop was the only ſupport they had to keep up 


their ſpirits; of far greater conſequence now than 

_ bodily labour: for on this day Thomas Matthews, 
the ſtouteſt man in the boat, periſhed from hun- 

ger and cold, How plainly does this prove the 
« race is not to the {wift, nor the battle to the 


ſtrong ;* for their hardieſt man fell firſt ; on the 


day before he died, he complained of want of 
ſtrength in his throat to ſwallow his morſel; in 


the ſame night he went off without a groan, 
As it now appeared next to a certainty they 
ſhould probably periſh in the ſame manner in a 


day or two, they began to take comfort, that dyin 


of hunger was not ſo dreadful as they had fir 


imagined: what a mercy was this, that their ſuf- 


ferings ſhould gradually have leſſened their hor- 


rors: thus is the Almighty tender in his chaſtiſe- 


ments. Some complained of the ſame ſymptoms 


in their throats, ſome had drunk their own urine, 
and all but the captain had drunk ſalt water. 


As yet deſpair and gloom had been ſucceſsfully 


; prevented, and as the evenings cloſed in, they 
- endeavoured to amuſe themſelves. Here was a 
_ glorious opportunity to ſing a hymn or pſalm, and 


to pray with uncommon fervor! . | 
But now an evening arrived, when the captain 


found them unable to do any thing. As the night 


came on it fell a calm, and about midnight a 
breeze of wind ſprang up; but as not a ſtar was to 
be ſeen, they were afraid of running out of their 
way, and waited impatiently for the rifing ſun by be 
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their compaſs, As ſoon as the dawn appeared, 
they found the wind exactly as they had wiſhed; 
and immediately ſpread their fail, running before 
the ſea at a great rate. Their laſt breakfaſt had 
been ſerved with the bread and water remaining, 
- when John Gregory, quarter-maſter, declared 
with much confidence that he ſaw the land; but 
they had ſeen fog-banks ſo often, which had the 

appearance of land, that they did not truſt tem- 
ſelves to believe it. 8 
Our faith in trying moments is too often ſha- 
ken; but if we perſevere, Gop is always at hand. 
However the captain might have his fears, the 
poor ſailors were all joy and rapture, and one of 
them cried out, if he ever ſaw land in his life he 
beheld it now. They immediately ſhaped their 
courſe to it, the wind freſhened, and in two hours 
time the land was fairly to be ſeen by every man 
in the boat, but at a great diſtance ; ſo that they 
did not reach it till ten at night, and acknow- 
1 the goodneſs of Gop in it. 
In every part of the horizon, except where the 


land was diſcovered, there was ſo thick a haze, 


they could not ſee any thing for ſeveral leagues. 
As they approached the land, their belief had 
ſtrengthened that it was Fayall. They traverſed ' 

About a great way; the ſhore being too rocky to 


land. This circumſtance agitated and affected 


them very much, as they were ſo weak. Their 

impatience was very great to get a little freſh 

water, at the firſt part of the land they could ap- 
| proach, as the thirſt of ſome of them was ſo great, 

it was almoſt inſupportable; at length they diſco- 

vered a fiſhing canoe, which conducted them 5 
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"hs road of Fayall about midnight; but alas ts 
where the regulation of the port did not dermit 
them to land, till examined b y the health officers 


| however, they did not think much of lleeping 


this night in the boat, as tk* pilot brought them 
refreſhments of bread, wine, and water. In the 
morning they were viſited by Mr. Graham, the 


Engliin Conſul, whoſe humane attention made 


very ample amends for the formality of the Por- 


tugueſe. They declared they could never ſuffi- 


ciently expreſs the tenſe they had of his kindneſs 
and humanity, it being the whole of his emgſoy- 


ment for ſeveral days, to contrive the beſt means 
of reſtoring them to health and ſtrength; perhaps | 


more pitiable objects have ſeldom been ſeen. 


Some of the ſtouteſt men belonging to the Centaur 
were obliged to be ſupported through fic ſtcets - 


of Fayall; even the captain, whoſe health was 
rather better than the reſt, could not walk with- 


out being ſupported; and ſo weak were they, that. 
for ſeveral days, even with the moſt comfortable - 


proviſion, and good beds, they PR You 
| poorly. 


In Nis ird uon and 3 manner was 


Providence pleaſed to preſerve Captain Inglefield 
and his few worthy ſailors, that they might at the 


end of all their extraordinary perils be enabled to 


fay, O that men would praiſe the LogD for his 


goodneſs, and declare his wonderful works to the 


Children of men; for he ſatisfieth the longing 
foul, and filleth the hungry ſoul with goodneſs :” 


— And whoſo is wiſe and will obſerve theſe 
things, even they ſhall underftand the loving- 
kindneſs of the LoR D. 
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